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By Robert Canamar

SHA Resident

Nov. 4 of this year was the last time that polls 
will be used in a national election in Washington 
state. This also means that no more poll workers 
will be getting a paycheck each election. 

I worked at the VFW Hall on Market in Ballard 
as a poll worker this election. The last election, I 
was at the Ballard Community Center.  

Last election was very boring, as there were not 
that many voters coming in. This election was just 
the opposite. The polls were very busy for the first 
time that I remember since I have been in Seattle. 
For once, it was so full that the line not only went 
outside, but down the street. 

As soon as we opened in the morning, the wait 
time was 45 minutes to get a ballot in hand. Then 
another 10 minutes for a booth to open up. It was 
very gratifying to me to see so many people take 
an interest in politics this year. For once, people 
cared about who would win an election, and what 
direction this country would go.

I noticed that most of the voters this year were 
young. In the past, it always seemed to be those 
of us who were older that took voting seriously. I 
met with a couple of high school kids that made 
me feel like there is hope for the future. 

They were part of a program that allowed 

them to volunteer as a poll worker, and they were 
very interested in the entire process. With young 
people like this, the future of this nation cannot 
be that bad. 

If that is the only good thing that came out of 
the last eight years, then let us raise a glass to the 
young people who made this election so big. And 
it was big. 

This election had the highest percentage of 
the population registered to vote since World 
War II. 

Let’s face it, the old adage of “use it or lose it” 
does apply here. And boy, did we use our right to 
a voice in the process this year.

Next year will be the local race. This is the one 
where we elect a new mayor, council members, 
local judges, etc. I will miss the polling places, 
the need to take some time off during the day to 
go and vote, the camaraderie of people as we file 
into the polls. 

It does not matter if you are Democrat, Repub-
lican, Green, or independent, the fact is we are all 
Americans as we file into our places of polling, 
and nothing unites a country more than the pa-
triotism of meeting your neighbors as you go in 
together to have your voice in our government. I 
shall miss that, as well as the red, white and blue 
bunting, the signs, and everyone coming together 
under one flag to say, “We are Americans.”

My day as a poll worker

Photo by Robert Canamar

Voters at the VFW Hall in Seattle’s Ballard neighborhood gather at their polling place on Election 
Day, Nov. 4. 

A shorter Voice
To allow for staff vacation time, 
this month’s issue of The Voice 
has been shortened to four pages. 
It will return to its standard size 
of eight pages next month. The 
January issue may arrive a few 
days late due to the Christmas 
and New Year holidays.

Clarification
An article in last month’s issue of The Voice described techniques 

for canning vegetables at home. Foods can spoil and cause significant 
health risks if not properly canned, so please take great care when 
canning at home and, if possible, use a pressurized canner.

By Kristin O’Donnell

SHA Resident

Note: Bus routes described run Monday through Friday only.
Getting to Port Townsend: Take the 9:15 a.m. Washington State ferry 

to Bainbridge Island  ($6.70/$3.35). Catch the Kitsap Transit Bus # 90 to 
Poulsbo outside the ferry terminal ($1.50/$0.75). Transfer at Poulsbo to 
Jefferson County #7 ($1.50/ $0.75 for an all day pass). Bus arrives in Port 
Townsend in time for lunch. 

In addition to the all-day pass, Jefferson Transit has a wonderful one-
page bus schedule with detailed maps of the town and surrounding area, 
and drivers who are very helpful to tourists.  

To see in and around Port Townsend: Take the #11 shuttle bus (runs every 
20 minutes) to get an idea of the layout of uptown and downtown. Stop at 
city hall to pick up a free walking map which tells you more about what 
you are seeing — a lot of better-than-Pioneer-Square  buildings, more than 
a century old, with the harbor across the street, and several blocks of shops 
and restaurants, mostly tourist-oriented, and many quite expensive, but 
with a few consignment shops, used book stores and teriyaki restaurants 
in the mix.  

Best stops for low-cost lunch? The deli at the Port Townsend Co-op 
(mostly vegetarian, less spendy than PCC in Seattle, and good — and 
there’s seating available).  Safeway Deli is right next to the Park and Ride 
and has seating. 

There’s also a McDonalds next to the Park and Ride, and some other 
not-so-expensive restaurants around town — check the menus, posted by 
the restaurant windows. 

After lunch there are choices of seeing the Jefferson County museum 
($6) and perhaps worth it if you really love historical museums; visiting the 
old Courthouse on the bluff (free, with original marble floors and ornate 
woodwork); walking or busing on the #11 shuttle around town to check out 
the shops and the architecture; taking the bus out to Fort Worden to see the 
old military installation or taking a bus farther out of town (Castle Hill or 
North Beach routes) to see the farms — sheep, cows and llamas — in the 
nearby area.  Best thrift shopping? Orthopedic Thrift Shop on Sims Way 
heading out of town.

Home again — Last bus back toward Seattle leaves the Park and Ride at 
5:06 p.m. Kitsap transit fare from Poulsbo to Bainbridge Ferry is $1.50/$0.75. 
Westbound ferry back to Seattle is free and gets into Seattle at 7:45 p.m.

Total transportation cost: $4.85 with reduced price transit ID, $9.70 
without.

Accessibility: All buses are lift-equipped. There is a 3-4 block walk 
between Bainbridge ferry and buses behind the terminal. Many buildings 
in the older part of Port Townsend are not accessible, and curb cuts — and 
sidewalks — are not everywhere. 

Check Schedules in advance: Washington State Ferries, 888-808-7977. 
Kitsap Transit, 800-501-RIDE. Jefferson Transit, 800-371-0497. 

Although all Jefferson County buses meet Kitsap buses at Poulsbo, some 
of the Kitsap schedules into Poulsbo can leave you at the Park and Ride 
for several hours. Check schedules in advance – or visit Poulsbo, which is 
also a good trip 

A Day in Port Townsend
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NGÂ N H À NG CU NG CẤ P CÁC 
TRƯƠNG MỤC VỚI LỆ PHÍ THẤP

Chuơng trình Bank On Seattle-King 
County đang làm việc với 22 ngân hàng 
và những Ngân Hàng Tín Dụng (Credit 
Union) để cung cấp các trương mục miễn 
lệ phí hoặc lệ phí thấp cho những ai có 
trương mục chi phiếu hay trương mục tiết 
kiệm. Các trương mục  ngân hàng sẽ giúp 
cho nhiều người tiết kiệm được tiền để họ 
không phải đến các cơ sở kinh doanh đổi 
tiền hoặc đến những nơi mượn tiền đến kỳ 
lương trả.

Chương trình này giúp cho nhiều người 
được mở các trương mục với tiền ký gởi tối 
thiểu là $1 đồng. Phần lớn các ngân hàng 
và các ngân hàng tín dụng sẽ cung ứng các 
trương mục ký chi phiếu miễn phí (nhưng 
một số ngân hàng thì tính lệ phí là $6 hoặc 
ít hơn mỗi tháng)

Tất cả các ngân hàng đều đồng ý để cho 
nhiều người vẩn giữ các trương mục trong 
ngân hàng cho dù họ đã rút ra xài hết tiền 
mỗi tháng. Chương trình Bank On Seattle-

King County còn giúp cho nhiều người 
có thành tích xấu với các ngân hàng, như 
trước đây đã rút tiền quá lố, ký chi phiếu 
mà không có tiền trong trương mục cách 
đó quá 6 tháng, đều được mở trương mục 
ngân hàng.

Phần lớn các ngân hàng và các ngân hàng 
tín dụng đều yêu cầu phải trả các tiền nợ 
trước, để rồi họ có cơ hội lần thứ nhì để mở 
các trương mục.

Chỉ cần một số Nhận Dạng Thuế Cá 
Nhân thay vì dùng số An Sinh Xã Hội cũng 
đủ để mở một trương mục tiết kiệm.

Có tất cả hơn 30 cơ quan bất-vụ-lợi sẽ 
giúp người dân trong cộng động nối kết với 
các dịch vụ mới này, và có 10 cơ quan trong 
số các cơ quan này sẽ cung cấp miễn phí 
cách thức học hỏi về tài chánh. Để biết thêm 
về cách mở các trương mục ngân hàng, hoặc 
theo học các lớp về quản lý tiền nong, hãy 
vào trang mạng www.EveryoneIsWelcome.
org, hoặc hãy gọi cho số 2-1-1 hay gọi cho 
số (206)461-3200/

Bank on Offers Low-Cost Bank 
Accounts
ባንኮች መጠነኛ ዋጋ የሚያስከፍል 
አካውንት ይሰጣሉ

የሲያትል ባንኮች - በኪንግ ካውንቲ 
ከ22 ባንኮችና ክሬዲት ዩኒየን ጋር 
በመስራት የነፃ ወይም በትንሹ 
የሚያስከፍል የቼኪንግና የሴቪንግ 
አካውንት በመስጠት ላይ ይገኛል፡፡ ይህ 
ባንክ አካውንት ሰዎች ገንዘባቸውን 
እንዲያስቀምጡና የደሞዝ ቀን የክፍያ 
ብድር እንዳይጠቀሙ ለማድረግ ነው፡፡
በዚህ ፕሮግራም እያንዳንዱ ሰው ለመነሻ 
እስከ $1 ድረስ ማስቀመጥ ይችላል፡፡ 
አብዛኞች ተሳታፊ ባንኮችና ክሬዲት 
ዮኒየንስ የቼኪንግ አካውንት ምንም 
ዓይነት ክፍያ የለውም (ነገርግን ቢያንስ 
$6 ለወር ወይም ከዛ ባነሰ ያስከፍላሉ)
በዚህ መሰረት አንድ ሰው ገንዘቡን 
ቢጨርስ አካውንቱን አንደከፈተ ማቆየት 
ይችላል በሚል ተስማምተዋል፡፡
የሲያትል ባንኮች- በኪንግ ካውንቲ 

የሚረዳው ባባንክ በኩል ችግር 
ያለባቸውን ሰዎች ገንዘባቸውን ያወጡ 
ወይም ቼካቸው በስድስት ወር ውስጥ 
ባውንስ ያረገባቸውን አካውንት 
ይፈቅድላቸዋል፡፡
ብዙ ተሳታፊ ባንኮችና ክሬዲት 
ዮኒየንስ የቆየ እዳ ያለበት እንዲከፍል 
ያስገድዳሉ፡፡ ነገር ግን አንድ ሰው 
ሁለተኛ እድል እንዲሰጠው ያምናሉ፡፡
ከሶሻል ሴኩሪቲ ቁጥር ይልቅ የግለሰብ 
የታክስ መታወቂያ ቁጥር እንዲጠቀሙ 
ይፈቅዳሉ፡፡
ከ30 በላይ የሚሆኑ ለትርፍ ያልቆሙ 
ድርጅቶች ይህን ጉዳይ ከኮሚኒቲያቸው 
ጋር ለማገናኘት ይረዳሉ፡፡ ከነዚህም 
ውስጥ 10 ድርጅቶች ነፃ የገንዘብ 
አያያዝ ትምህርት ይሰጣሉ፡፡ አካውንት 
እንዴት መክፈት እንደሚቻል ወይም 
የነፃ የገንዘብ አያያዝ ትምህርት ለማወቅ 
ከፈለጉ www.EveryoneIsWelcome.
org, ወይም በስልክ ቁጥር  2-1-1 (or 
206-461-3200). ያገኛሉ፡፡

ባንክ ሕሱር ናይ ባንክ ሒሳብ 
ኣገልግሎት የቕርብ።

ባንክ ኣኦን ስያትል- ኪንግ ካዉንቲ 
ምስ 22 ባንክታትን ክረዲት ዩንየንስ  
ብምትሕብባር ነጻ ሕሱር ናይ ባንክ  
ቸኪግ ን ሰቪንግ ሂሳብ ኣገልግሎት 
ከቅርብ ኣዩ ንኩሉ።
ባንክ ኣካዉንትስ ሰባት ገንዘብ 
ንኸተሽርፉ ይሕግዝ መታን ፕይደይ 
ሎን ቼክ ካሸር መታን ከይጥቀሙ።
እዚ ፕሮገራም እዚ ሰባት ብሓደ 
ቕርሺ ኣካዉንት ንኽኸፍቱ ይሕግዝ 
ኩሎም እቶም ካንክን ክረዲት 
ዩንየንስ ናይ ቸኪንግ ኣካዉንት 
ኣገልግሎት ብነጻ የቅርቡ(ገሊኦም 
ባንክታት $6 ቕርሺ ይ ትሕቲኡ  
ንወርሒ የኽፍሉ)
ኩሎም ብሓበራ ተሳማሚዕም 
ወላዉን  ተገልገልቲ ባንክ ኩሉ 
ገንዘቦም ኣዉጺኦም ኣብ ወርሒ 
ምስዝጠቀምሉን።
ባንክ ኦን ስያትል ኪንግ ካዉንቲ 
ወላዉን ነቶም ዝቡቕ ታሪኽ ባንክ 

ንዘይብሎምን እዉን ክሕግዝ ድሉው 
ኣዩ ክም ኦቨር ድሮዊንግ ባዉንሲንግ 
ቸክ ቕድሚ 6 ወርሒ፡ ሕሳብ 
ክኸፍቱ ይኽእሉ ኣዮም’
ምብዛሕትኦም ባንክታት ክረዲት 
ዩንየንስ እትእወዶ ሕሉፍ ገንዘብ 
ክትከፍሎ ይሓቱ ኣዮም ካላኣይ 
ዕድል ብምሃብ ክትከፍት ይሕግዙኻ 
ኣዮም
ናይ ዉልቂ መፍለጢ ናይ ታክስ 
ቁጽሪ ኣብ ክንዲ ሶሻል ሰኩሪቲ 
ክትጥቀመሉ ትኽእል ኢኻ ናይ ባንክ 
ሒሳብ ንምኽፋት።
ካብ 30 ንላዕሊ ዝኮና ንትርፊ 
ዘይቖማ ማሕበራት ህዝባዊ 
ኣገልግሎት ኣቕረብቲ 10 ካብኤን 
ንሰባት ክሕግዛ እየን ናይ ግንዘብ 
ኣተሓሕዛ ትምህርቲ ብምሃብ ብዛዕባ 
እዚ ፕሮግራም ብዝበለጸ ንምፍላጥ 
ኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ወብሳይት ትኸዱwww.
EveryoneIswelcome.org ወይድማ 
ኣብዚ ዝስዕብ ስልኪ ቁጽሪ ትድዉሉ 
2-1-1 ወይ 206 461 3200።

Bank on  wuxuu bixinayaa akoono 
qiimo jaban.

Bank on Seattle-Degmada King 
waxay howl la waddaa 22 bangi sidii 
ay u bixin lahaayeen akoono bilaash ah 
ma qiimo jaban oo u furan qof kasta. 
Akoonada bangiyadu waxay u baaji-
yaan lacag waayo waxay ka fogaanay-
aan inay jeegagooda ka sariftaan check-
cashinada iyo goobaha kale.

Barnaamijkaanu wuxuu bulshada u 
ogolaanayaa inay $1 akoon ku furtaan. 
Intooda badan bangiyadaan waxay 
ogol yihiin inaysan waxba ka qaadin 
akoonkaa checking-ka loo yaqaan. 
(laakiin qaarkood waxay ku dalacayaan 
$6 am ka yar bishiiba)

Dhamaan waxay isku raaceen in 
qofku akoonkiisa haysan karo xataa 
hadii uu isticmaalay lacagtii ugu jirtay 
oo dhan.

Bank on Seattle wuxuu kaloo caawin 

karaa in dadka leh taariikh xun oo ka 
dhalatay jeegaga soo noqda iyo ga-
naaxyada akoon loo furo.

 Bangiyada intooda badan waxay 
rabaan in la bixiyo lacagtii lagu la-
haa laakiin way furan akoon fursad 
labaad.

Si loo furo akoon keyd waxaa la 
isticmaali karaa  tax Identivication 
Number (ITIN) intii la isticmaali lahaa 
socialka.

Inka badan 30 hay’adood ayaa isku 
dayeya inay wargeliyaan jaaliyado-
hooda macluumaddka ku saabsan 
arintaan. 10 ka mid ah ururadaanna 
waxay bixinayaan koorsooyin bilaash 
ah oo ku saabsan dhaqaalaha. Si aad 
u ogaato macluumaadka ku saabsan 
sidaad u furan lahayd akoon ama aad u 
qaadan lahayd fasal ku saabsan maar-
eynta lacagta, Fadlan la booqo www.
EveryoneIswelcome.org,  ama wac 2-1-1 
(206-461-3200)




